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 Dulverton.1 The Germans were for many centuries the
most skilled miners, and English mining owes much to
their enterprise. As an instance of their greater skill
we may take the case of Thomas de Alemaigne, silver
finer,2 who being out of work, petitioned the king to
grant him the refuse and slag (les aftirwas et les re-mi-
sailles] thrown aside at the mines in Devonshire, which
had been refined so far as those at the mines could refine
them : no one else would touch them, so the king would
get no gain unless he granted them to Thomas, who was
willing to pay 205. a year for the right to re-work them.
This same Thomas de Alemaigne was appointed in 1324
to dig, cleanse, and examine the king's mines in Cumber-
land and Westmorland.3 Probably these mines had
not been worked for some time previous, as in 1292 the
total issues of the Alston mines for the last fourteen
years were said to have been £4 os. 2^., possibly owing
to the absence of fuel, which is given as the reason for
an iron mine there being worth only 155. a year.4 Later,
in 1359, Tilman de Cologne was farming the Alston
mines ; and in 1475, as a result apparently of a report
by George Willarby5 that there were in the north of
England three notable mines, one containing 27 Ib. of
silver to the fodder of lead with a vein half a rod broad,
another 18 Ib, -with a vein five rods broad, and a third
4 Ib. with a vein IJ rods broad, the mines of Blaunchlond
in Northumberland, Fletchers in Alston, Keswick in
Cumberland, and also the copper mine near Richmond,
were granted for fifteen years to the Duke of Gloucester,
1 Close 7 Edw. II, m. 6.	2 Anct. Pet, 13552.
3 Pat., 17 Edw. II, p. 2, m. 15.	4 Assize R., 135, m. 26cl.
Pat., 14 Eclw. IV, p. i, m, yd.

